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1 "J&R I 5. 2 
And they will deceive every one his Neg h- 
bour, and will not ſpeak the Truth ; 
they have taught their Tongue to ſpeak 
Lies, and weary themſelves to commit 
Inman. oo . 
n 
Printed for R. Goſling, at the Mitre ande 
Crown, againſt St. Dunſtan's- Church 
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in Fleetſtreet. 1713. 
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|  Ephcſians IV. 25. 
* berefore putting away Lying, 1755 
every one Truth with his Neigh 

for we are Members one of another. 


this 


hapter, having charged the 

er to live in an exemplary 
— Converſation, ſuitable to their Pro- 
feſſion, not to be guilty of any Thing that 
mould be a Diſparagement, or a Diſhonour to 
the Name of Chriſtians, after ſome General 
WPrecepts of this Kind, deſcends to the parti- 


prak Truth with their Neighbour, and put 
way Lying, a Crime of that heinous Na- 
ture, that it was the Firſt Sin in Paradiſe, 
and the true Property of the Devil, who 


both in Converſing and Dealing; that it 
vas the Scandalous Crime of the Heathens, 
4 2 ky Parti- 


5 


HE N from the Beginning of 


cular Duty in the Text, That they would 


k from thence call'd the Father of Lies; 
that it is 22 to all Juſtice and Honour, 
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particularly of the Grecians, LIE Gree 
PE being made a Proverb, and te ber 
Grecia men- Epheſians, as well as the Greta q 
Kenles c being included in it; for Tor: Wir 
Jeg. of the Heathen Philoſoph; i 
thought Lying lawful, when | Wind 

was uſeful and profitable for em; that 
Lie is better than a hurtful Truth ( fs; Mend 
One); when a Lie will profit, let it be uſ4 he 
( ays another,); he may lie, vu 


n. knows to do it in a fit Seaſch N ha 


+. Caysa Third,); but yet this du 
being ſo unjuſt, ſo odious in itſelf, and in is pre 
Conſequences, and a downright Oppoſition v 
Truth, which is deriv'd from God, as Lying 
is owing to the Devil; the Apoſtle here pre: 
ſes the Chriſtians to deal openly and fair 
with all Men, that they would not deceive auf 
one with equivocal or enſnaring Words 
either by ſpeaking one Thing and meaning 
another, or by impoſing upon their Neg 
bour with notorious and malicious Lies, ther 
being nothing more unworthy any Perſon, 
whether Chriſtian or Heathen, than this rude 
and provoking Sin; and a Pagan himſelf con: 
feſs'd, that all wiſe Men did deteſt and ab- 
ca) vues hor, it. (a) Therefore I fa 
* H, 7&5 the Apoſtle commands us here t0 


* = a % "Ei 1 N 


| 4 ſpeak Truth to our Neighbour, 

] v. Poli, Syn, 7. E. fo every Body, without 

= inloc any Keſpect or Diſtinction Mor 
| l 2 "te Perſons 


(5 


1 Perſons, * becauſe we are Mem- . 
Pers one of another. For as Hu- * Vid. St. 
an Body can't be ſaid to be ſe- fle Aon 
ure, or out of Danger, if one 1. 2. 
Member” is falſe to, and enſnares 
Wnothers fo the Members of Chriſt's Mz viſt 
AM Body can never be ſafe, if we any Way 
. endeavour to deceive or circumvent one ano- 
her, either by our Words or Actions; and 
Yrdeed, it is very monſtrous and unnitural, 
What Members fo related can't be Juſt and 


ure himſelf; W. herefore putting away 9 
ue, & c. 

| ung thus fir explain d the Meaning 
f the Text, I ſhall not ſpend Time to con- 
der the known Diſtinction of this Sin, nor 
N he Arguments that are commonly urg 'd in 
Favour of officious Lying, but ſhall in my 
Pilowing Diſcourſe, endeavour to expoſe this 
Peſtilent and Reigning Evil in General, and 
from the Words obſerve the following Par- 
Heulars. 


. i. That a Lr Lins agunft Nature: 
2. That he Sins againſt Reaſon. 
3 That he Sins againſt Religion, 
ied a ene ec 


1. That 
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Wnoffenſive to each other; for no Man can 
Prejudice his fellow Member, unleſs he firſt 


I, He — d Nature, and this wil af- 5 
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Wy. 5 
1. That he Sins againſt his own Nature. 
2. Againſt common Nature. 
1. Then he Sins againſt his own Nature, Who 
Truth is of that Value to Mankind, that ever if 
one has a Right to it; and therefore the End 
all Diſcourſe is to inform and inſtruct, not to di 
lude and deceive ; for Lying depraves Men, 


Judgmentsand Affections, and gives fuch a wick Mee 
ed Turn to their Thoughts and Expreſſions WW 


that tho':the Evil lodges with them, yet it ſervs 
to beguile and betray others by ſuppreſſing 
Truth, which is one of the greateſt Benefits c 


Human Nature. And ſince Truth is a valuable H 


Bleſſing and Honour to Mankind, few Vices ac 


ſo ſhocking and diſgraceful to it as Lying, it be 
ing like the crooked Wind ings and Turning 


of the Serpent, by whoſe prevaricating our ff 
Parents were tempted, and our whole Race de. 2 
generated from the Original Uprizht- WW 


Eccl. 7. 294 neſs and Integrity, and who has in 1M 


ſpecial Manner entailed: the Shame 
as well as the Evil of Lying upon thoſe who 
repreſent him by a ſordid Imitation. For That 
Sin muſt needs be odious, which was the tir} 


Step to degrade Man's Nature, and will eve Ni 


remain fo, becauſe it continues to infeft and 


debaſe it; fo that he that tells a Lie, without FF 
doubt, abuſes his Tongue as well as his Neigi WW 
bour, becauſe he perverts it from the good De- 


ſign for which it was created, and makes it an 
Inſtrument of Evil and Miſchief z and at ths 
rate he does not deſerve to have it in his Mouth; 

e e e l 


(7) 


ellow like Bulls, and to grunt like Swine, than 
J apply it ſo often in telling Miſchievous Lies, 
& well to his own Diſgrace, as to the Detriment 
bf others; Men therefore ought not to uſe 
Fheir Tongues as Parrots do, in a capricious and 
Ale Manner, to ſpeak by Rote, and render 
brery Thing they ſay uncertain and deceitful : 
This is not only to pervert, but to confound 
Nature, to ſap and overturn all her generous 
heſigns, and by our own Fault to render that 
hoble Member, which ſhould convey our ſin- 
Fre Thoughts by Words as ſincere, uſeleſs 
Ind hurtful. For that which a Workman pro- 


2 


% 


225 


n a Clock, is to direct the Hand faithfully to 
Ind of this he is as careful as he can, that o- 


h creating the Tongue, that we ſincerely de- 


ying Clock ſhames the Workman, ſo a falſe 


tice to our Neighbour. 
2 
Ind 


dies 


would be more proper for him to roar and 


doſes by the inward Motion of his Wheels 
bew on the Outſide the Time of the Day; 


pers be not deceived by the falſe Motion, 
Ind as falſe Alarms: So has Nature provided 


are in our outward Difcourſe the inward Sen- 
Iments of our Hearts and Minds; for as a falſe- 


Hing Tongue diſgraces the Speaker, and does 
double Hurt, is both a private and a pub- 
Ik Injury to Nature, and an Offence and In- 


ay, A Liar fins againſt Common Nature. 
is Aſſertion, I think, is not expoſed to 
ly Doubt or Scruple; for Nature does not 
ave in any of her Works, but a Liar ſtu- 
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(3) 
dies nothing more than to deceive and betray, 
as a Son that abſolutely degenerates from b 
great and good a Mother. As to the Defici- 
ences and Redundances in Nature in ſos 
Caſes, they may be readily accounted for ; but 
it cannot indeed be fo eaſily explained hoy 
intent Nature always is in ſignifying and ex. 
preſſing what is true, becauſe we cannot arri 
to know Subſtances as they are in themſelve 
which are concealed from us by their Accidents . 
with which they are cloathed ; but ſhe nevet 
goes about to deceive, inſomuch that tho any i 
of our Senſes may be ſometimes miſtaken, and 
repreſent to us what is falſe, ſhe preſently cor- 
reds the V.iſtake by another Senſe that is be. 
ter qualified to inform us, and ſo the Truth 
appears without Deception; and tho' all th: 
Senſes were agreed (if that were poſſible) to 
miſrepreſent Things to us, yet Nature has given 
us Reaſon and Underſtanding to find out the 
Truth, and to diſcover their Miſtakes, ſo that 
a Man may be ſaid to be placed in this World 
as a Scholar, who may learn and obſerve in 
every Object in Nature a continual Leſſon of 
unerring I ruth : And this Nature ſhews in all 
the Works of the Creation, in the conſtant and 
orderly Succeſſion of Spring, Summer, Autumn, 
and Winter, in the numerous Increaſe of Ani- 
mals of every Species, in the fruitful Produ- 
ction of Plants, Vegetables, Gc. That in all 
the inanimate Parts of the Creation there 5 
not any Blunder'd or Irregular F Mu of 
them, 


(9) 
kem, or any Defect in their Nature or Con- 
litution ; no not in the vaſt Compaſs of the 
Birth, and in the Boundleſſneſs bf the Hear 
ens, but Beautiful Order in all; therefore | 
zy Nature conſtaritly ſhews what is true in 
Il her Juſt and Harmonious Proceedings, but 
pore eſpecially in the Prodigious Make of an 
uman Body ; for how exact and regular is 
| in all its Parts! how uniform in the Compo- 
Wition ! and how 1s every Member ſubſervient 
ind beneficial to the whole! ſo that the Pro- 
net, with a pious Ejaculation, and in a holy 
Rapture, conſidering this adinirable Contexture, 
lid applaud the Excellency of the inimitable 
orkmanſhip, in an Expreſſion as full as tho 
e had wrote a whole Volume upon the Sub- 
jet, I am fearfully and wonderfully 
W 


So far I hive conſidered a Liar to Sin a: 
inſt Nature, as he is her Workmanſhip; l 
ome now == BY 

2dly, To tell you that he fins againſt Rea- 


ure, ſo by the ſame Rule he much more ſins 
IBanſt Reaſon, upon whick Nature is found- 


That Man is not made for himſelf alone, 
e for the Intereſt and Good of othiers, is 
u approved Maxim; and therefore” whatſo- 
er evidently and openly oppoſes and 505 


B 


on, as lie is a Man and a Sociable Creature. 
t cant be denied that as he fins againſt Na- 
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ders the Benefit of human Society, and the 


Protection, that it would become a Nuiſance; 


verflow upon us. If it be ſo, as really it i 
ve may hence obſerve that nothing can be mor 


more evidently prejudice the Intereſt and By: 


who can't bear a falſe Piece of Money in their 
Pockets, do endeavour as much as they can toi 


and in Oppoſition to the Apoſtle's Diredia 


ſons would then be filled with thoſe very I 
„ 5 ton) 


{ 


two): 


common Good, is a great Injury and Aﬀeron 
to Reafon, which diſtinguiſhes Men fron 
Brutes : So that without ſome Order and Fer- 
ces here, to keep out Wolves and Beaſts « 
Prey, Society would be ſo far from being x 


for if the Bulwarks of common Juſtice and 
Honeſty were demoliſhed and broken down, 
*tis certain, Diſorder and Confuſion would 6 


deſtructive of human Society than Lying; for 
certainly a falſe and counterfeit Coin does nd 


ſineſs of Trade, than Lying and Falſifying dos 
the Credit and Intereſt of our Neighbour: 
And we ſhall often find that thoſe very Men 


fill their Hearts with all Lying and Decei, 


in the Text, delight in nothing more than 0M 
ſupplant and trepan their Neighbours, a mol: 
evident Sign how little Credit and Value Trutl 
has in the World, and how currently Lis 
and Forgeries paſs among Men: I ſay wha 
little Credit Truth has ; for if it were equal] 
valued with Gold or Silver, the World would 
take as: much Care to puniſh the falſe Liar, 
it does to puniſh the falſe Coiner, and our Pi 


ons of which now our Houſes, our Streets, 
d our Markets are full. But oblerve the 


 Wangerous Conſequences here; for what if 
l- or Senſes, or the Members of our Body 
ere ſo falſe and treacherous to one another? 


che Eye ſhould declare to the Hand that 
© iter is Fire, and Fire Water ? If it ſnould 
u anuate to the Smell that fragrant Flowers 
re noxious Weeds, and noxious Weeds fra- 
„rent Flowers? If the Tongue ſhould per- 
Wade the Eye that Snow is Black, andyPutch 


White? If the Eye ſhould tell the Foot that 


& Poiſon, and Poiſon wholeſome Food, alas! how 


Itould we conſtantly make, and what fatal Miſ- 
hiefs would befal us ! Nothing but daily Ru- 


el n, Death, and Deſtruction would come upon 
08s: Now ſuch is the Diſorder and Confuſion, 
3 n ſome Meaſure and Proportion, that Liars 
100 


ntroduce into the Civil Life, which is as a 


ody Natural, made up of ſo many” Members as 
* mere are Men that live together: And thus the 
u 


\poſtle in the Text reaſons, that we ſhould not 


df another, which implies that where the Mem- 
ers are engaged in injuring each other, this 


uld8Wuft neceſſarily lead to the Ruin of the Body 
„ad it is indeed a Matter fo important, that 
4 t would be a great Act of Juſtice, (if that 


makes are Graſhoppers, and Graſhoppers Snakes? 
the Mouth ſhould inform the Belly that Bread 


hould we live at this Rate! What horrid Blunders 


_——_—— 
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je and Falſifie, becauſe we are Members one 


2 . were 


Liars, that they never have an Oppurtuniy 


Pl 31. 18. Hing Lips be put to Silence, (ay 
Law to caſhier and baniſh them from Socie- 
falſe, ſo one ſincere and honeſt Man is of more 


Value than a Thouſand Liars; and they differ 


Verſe, there can no greater Affront be given to 


not be thought to deſerve that ill Charader, 
and to be branded as a Liar, which muſt a 


„„ 2B 
were practicable) to ſtop the. Mouths of al 


to ſpeak and betray, which the Prophet Dani 
thought but Reaſonable 5 Let th 


bez for ſuch Perſons that endeavoy 
to turn a Lie into Truth, and to impoſe upon 
every one with whom they have to do, are to 
frequent among us; and if there were any 


ty, we ſhould ſoon empty and diſpeople a grex 
many Places: But as a current and true Piece 
of Coin is worth a Hundred of thoſe that ar 


ſo much from one another, as a Bleſſing dos 
from a great many Plagues. They themſelves 
who are brought up in the treacherous Cu 
ftom and deteſtable Habit of this Black and 
Enormous Sin, mult, if ever they ſpeak Truth 
own this ; and hence it is, that in human Cot 


apy Man, nay to the Liar himſelf, than to tel 
him he Lies; for every one, even he, woull 


Courſe render him deſpicable and odious to al 
that know him; and hence upon ſuch an At 
front he betakes himſelf to Arms and Fight 
ing, and would make you believe that Blovs 
and Wounds, nay, Mortal ones too, are { 
Evils to him, than to live under the Blot, In: 

| | putatio 


n 3 

Totation and Scandal, of being a Liar. So 
What from hence likewiſe we may obſerve, 
Gow perverſe Men's Cuſtoms are, who are 


E, {corn to be reproach'd for that diſhonoura- 
Ile and treacherous Crime, though they are 
Peery Day, and too often every Minute guilty 
f it. And flo "Ee 1 

8 Thirdly, I come to prove, that a Liar 
Wins againſt Religion, as he is a Chriſtian, 
nd from hence one would hope to raiſe 
Wtronger Motives, and more effectual Argu- 
Wnents, to convince Men of the great Dan- 
ger they are in, by the Practice and Guilt of 
SM ai 7 Bi 


Wit does unavoidably follow, that he who de- 
Eceives and betrays his Neighbour with Lies, 
Emuſt have learn'd this wicked Art and Ha- 
bit of him. TREE: b 
Lies are the proper Dialect and Language 
lof the Maſter, and ſo they are of the Scho- 
Ir, for they both ſpeak the ſame Thing, 
which our Saviour confirms, When © 
be ſpeaketh a Lie, he ſpeaketh of John 8. 44. 

bis own, for he is a Liar, and tibe 
Father of it. So that whoever accuſtoms him- 


Monſter is in the Mouth of the Maſter, but 
| the Copy is in the Mouth of his Scholar. 
Now if we obſerve the Manner , 11 this 

8 Fo abomi- 
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Nuilty of this Sin, that they would yet ſeem 


Ifthe Devil was the firſt Liar in the World, 


[elf to this Sin, muſt take his Leſſon, and his 
Learning too, from the Devil. The Original 
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Guard 45 Protection to all Manner of Evil, 


to own himſeli 'the Author of it; in hj 
oven Shape he would not tell the firſt Lie 


Information, to let us ſee, how deftrudine 
and pernicious this wicked Sin has been fron 


and his Sin too, from his Father the Devil; 


call'd the Sons of ſo Execrable a Father s 
Beelzebub. Hence it was the Primitive Chr. 


Vice, and were ſo far from telling notorious 


(14) 
abominable Sin was brought it into the World, 
we ſhall not only further ſee the Baſeneſs, and 
the Deformity of it, but we 1 likewib 
find, by what follows, that it is a common 


for it was ſo ugly, that the Devil was aſham{ 


out of his own Mouth, but Maſquerade, 
and transform d himſelf into a Serpent to do 
Se: „ it. 1b Serpent: beguiled m, 
Gen 3: 13 Jays Eve. The Divine Provi- 

dence having ſo order'd it for our 


the Beginning to Mankind 3' fo that a Li 
ſhould conſider here, what a ſcandalous, and 
indeed what a dangerous Relation he has, of 
whom he ſhould not only be aſham'd, but 
afraid ; for as a Liar, he derives his Pedigree 


and this ſhould be a ſtrong Motive to ever 
one of us at all Times, to ſpeak the Truth; 
that we have nothing to do with ſuch Di: 
abolical Kindred, and have no Reaſon to be 


ſtians had ſo great an Abhorrence of this 


Lies, that they wou'd not even fave theit 
Lives, in the Heat of Perſecution, by equi 


vocating, or doubling 1 in Words; ; and our Sat 
ou 
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ur is lo great a Lover of Truth, that he 
geſcended from Heaven upon Earth, to ma- 
feſt it to the World, as he declares, To 
hs End was I Born, and for 
hs Cauſe came I into the World, John 18. 37. 
hat I ſhould bear \Witneſs to the 
[ruth, So that tis no Wonder, that all Sin 
king ſo Monſtrous and Deform'd in God's 
zicht, is frequently in Scripture call'd a Lie, 
nd Sinners call'd Liars, there being, it 
ems, no Difference between them; and 
s will abundantly appear, if we conſider, 
here is no Sin committed, but a Lie does one 
Nay or other enter into it, and is concern d 
vith it, as a deadly and poiſonous Ingredient, 
Woubling the Miſchief by ſuch a pernicious 
ompolition, for whoſoever Sins, gives him- 
lf the Lie, becaufe he propoſes ſome Satiſ- 
tion and Happineſs in the Sin he commits, 
when 'tis in Reality the greateſt of Evils and 
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by this Vice Sinners commonly protect ther: 
ſelves, and are too often ſcreen d from the 
_ charg'd or ſuſpected, by Lying they nuke 
themſelves as twere inviſible, when they ar: 


are your trueſt Friends and Neighbours, the 


ſhort, a Lie is the 


Office of Executioners; but if they were 


Nobody would either look for it or acceſt 


it. 80 they who would not dare to be con- 
cern d in unjuſtifiable Actions Bare. faced, 


(16) 
Law, and the Executioner when they are 


Guilty; if they are Thieves, or Adulterer, 
or Rebels, they would make you believe they 


beſt Subjects, and the honeſteſt Men in the 
World; fo that by telling Lies, theſe Wolves 
commonly Dreſs themſelves in Sheeps Cloath. 
ing; and Lying to them is like a Coat of 
Mail to a Soldier, for ſometime at leaſt, it 
keeps them from being hurt or wounded, [n 

Maſque of all Sin, and 
is generally made Uſe of to cover its Filth WR. 
and Deformity; for there are very few Wi, 
amongſt us, that would take up with the 
ſcandalous Imployment of a Hangman, un- 
leſs he be allow'd the Priviledge of Maſquiny 
and Diſguiſing himſelf, that he be not known 
or diſoover d: Allowing them this, there ar 
never wanting. moſe that freely offer them 
ſelves to perfotm the Shameful and Odious 


cammanded to do this ungrateful Work with. 
out a Vizor, with an open and bare Face, 


it, eſpecially if he could by any Means avoid 


when they are Arm'd, Diſguis d, and 4 . 


(17) 
ceald with this Vizor of Lying, do both 
dare, and preſume, to be guilty of the worſt 
tions in the World, without Fear, or Re- 
Thus a Lie, as far as it is capable, covers 
and conceals all Sins; it will confront and 
Waffle Juſtice, and mock Tribunals, and ban- 
ter Judges and Magiſtrates, be they never 
ſo judicious and diſcreet; and fo far put up- 
on the World, as to make the moſt wicked 
en ſeem innocent; for it adminiſters to all 
the corrupt Paſſions, it is as Hands and Feet 
to them, to do all the vile Work they crave 
pr deſire. If any one pretend to reprove 
2 guilty Perſon for a ſuſpe&ed Crime, he 
Flaps on the Helmet and Breaſtplate of Ly ing, 
ud defends himſelf againſt all Force and 
Aſaults; and even when he protects him- 
felt with the moſt apparent and ridiculous 
Lying, he will have the Confidence to accuſe 
the World with being guilty of it, turn 
5 own Crime upon every Body elſe, and 


malicious Scandals thrown upon him to make 
the hi . | | | 7 
im odious; that there are too many ill 
Tongues in the World, and there is no be- 
lering any one in Whiſpers and common 
Reports: and ſo he does what the wiſe Man 
lay s of the Adult 
Waste ar 


. wia 


MN — 


lo impudently clear himſelf, as Faultleſs and 
nocent 3 that ſuch and ſuch are his Ene- 
mies, and bear him III-will; that theſe are 


erous Woman, He eateth, and 
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Time did the Spirit of Lying become fo d- 


(18) 

Inch wi peth his Mouth, and Jaye, Im 
Prov: 30. 20. done no Wickedneſs 5 like Proten ith 
muill turn Himſelf every Wa 
that you may never be able to fn 
him out in his true Colours, will have: 
Thouſand Subterfuges and Excuſes, and ar. 
fully endeavour againſt all Accuſation, ny, 
againſt all : Reaſon, to make himſelf innocey 
and blameleſs. So that tis plain, were it ng 
for the abuſive and odious Knack of Lyin 
which helps to protect wicked Men, the 
durſt not venture to be ſo often guilty d 
unworthy and criminal Actions; for 'Thek 
Perjury, nay, Mutiny and Faction, and al 
manner of Diſorder and Injuftice, are key 
up and maintain'd in the World, whilſt tres 
cherous and impudent Lying does afford al 
kind of offenſive and defenſive Weapons + 
gainſt almoſt any Attack. TO UTE 
Por a further Evidence of which, I my 
enlarge in a great many Particulars, but fc 
Brevity Sake, ſhall only mention One « 
| Tow more, which ſeem very nearly to affef 
us all. ut x 
_ Firſt, Firſt then, never in any Place or 


ring and impudent, as it has of late among 
us; it appears openly, without Veil ot 
Maſque, and flies in the Face of our Supe 
riors at Noon-Day, without Fear or Shame, 
at leaſt without Fear of Puniſhment; it 
preys upon the Mildneſs of the OCoremmen 

a an 


6199 


Ind to that End beſpatters the greateft Names, 


! 
ad reproaches the moſt innocent Men; it 
| Wills the Mouths and the Diſcourſes of the 
| Wbiſaffeted, to miſrepreſent every Publick 


BAtion and Generous Deſign; it foments 


t MWDifferences and Diſturbances, and conſtantly 
„eps up Diſſention and Confufion among 
at Ws; it infuſes Jealouſies and Fears into the 
ot {WF coples Minds, and meddles with Matters 
f the greateſt Moment and Importance, to 
e perſe our Superiors, and to poiſon our 
of Wcllow Subjects, and with the moſt bitter 
| d degrading Irwectives, gives a finifter 
An to every Thing that is tranſaQed for 
en e Publick Good. And even at our Ele- 
e ions, which are now approaching, when the 
all WW hoice of Perſons of the higheſt Merit is 
; + ſeceſlary for the Publick Service, what Crude 


nd Romantick Stories are uſually ſpread ? 
at Ludicrous and Senſeleſs Reflections 
merally made, upon Candidates of the 


neuiſh'd themſelves by an unfeigned Zeal 
Ir the Church, by an unſhaken Loyalty to 
e Crown, and by a ſignal and ſteady Care 
d Vigilance, for the Government, and the 


ons emmon Good? So that if the Grectans 
or general, and conſequently thoſe of Crete 
ape Id Epheſus in particular, were juſtly cen- 


d and expoſed by all Antiquity for 
s groſs and vulgar Sin, we may, if 
© but look into Publick or Private 

os C2 Affairs, 
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rehteſt Characters, who have always di- 
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are ſo far from coming ſhort of them i 


bourhood and Society z ſets the moſt int 
mate Acquaintance and Correſpondents tog 


ſention, and a moſt dangerous and trouble 


cerned with the Miſchief; For contrary 1 


Affairs, and conſider how tis foſter'd and 
cheriſh'd among us, fairly conclude that we 


this unconſcionable and wicked Practice, 
that we rather ſeem to ſtrive to outd 
. Dif Mig 6 
And as this common and growing Evil! 
highly injurious to the Publick, ſo it is, 
Secondly, No leſs miſchievous in pri 
vate | Converſation z for being wrapt up n 
Scandal and Detraction, or rather Scandil 
and Detra&ion being wrapt up in it, i 
puts Friends and Relations at a Diſtance 
and diſturbs the Peace of every New 


ther by the Ears; blows up Families, {cat 
ters and ſeparates the greateſt Lovers, and 
ſhakes a whole Countrey ; it makes too many 
cover Fraud under the Vizor of Friend. 
ſhip, who would perſuade you to beliet 
they are doing all the Kindneſs they cn 
for you, when they are contriving you 
Ruin. A Liar then is a Trumpeter of Di 


ſome Incendiary, who privately ſets jou 
Houſe on Fire, and will afterwards cont 
dently appear with the Crowd to quend 
the Flames, as though he were not at all cot 


the Dictates of common Juſtice, and tt 
ſtated Rules of all the Social Virtues ; , 
1723" ey ſlander 


. 
ſandering Liar, as he is the Sycophant and 
She Paraſite, ſo he is too often, which is 
pery ſtrange and unaccountable, the Friend 
End the Favourite in all Company, and at 
Every Table. e 

| To draw to a Concluſion, If on the one 
Hand we confider the wicked Conſequences 
End Effects of this Raging and Epidemical Di- 
temper, and on the other Hand, that there 
nothing more honourable than to be a 
conſtant Lover and ſpeaker of Truth with 
pur Neighbour, that there is indeed nothing 
ore diſingenuous and ſordid than a Habit 


Peſpect an upright and fincere Man has 


(for when he ſpeaks Truth he is not be- 
Neved,) is always paſsd upon a Liar. It 


ameful and and infamous Practice, and to 
Influence him to put on Job's Reſolution, 
Ml the while my Breath is in m 
S 7 and the Spirit of God 1s in Job 27. 3, 4. 
h Noſtrils, my Lips ſhall not ; 
beat Wickedneſs, nor my Tongue utter Deeceit. 


o one, who has utterly loſt his Credit? 
He is like a broken Tradeſman, whom no 
Man will truſt. But if a ſincere Speaker of 


and 
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Wnd Cuſtom of Lying, what Eſteem and 


Emongft all, and what Scorn and Contempt, 


brould be ſufficient to deter any Man of 
rains, not to mention Conſcience from this 
For indeed, who would give any Reſpect 


Truth with his Neighbour, has no Cauſe 
4 tear Jooking any Man in the Face, 
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But Loftly, If we further confider, that 


| ſuffers for Sincerity and Truth, That a Ly 


And how great will our Confuſion be, when 


Rom. 2. 16, the Day approaches, wherein Gd 


| conceal at preſent, to what End ſhould ue 


1 | 
and always appears himſelf Barefac'd , i 
a Liar keeps on his Maſque for a Tim 
and, as it were, works under Ground to up 
dermine them, and conceal himſelf, yet th 
Maſque will one Day drop off, and the 
How. odious and how guilty does he 2 
pear? Like a' Beaſt of Prey, that has loy 
eſcap'd the Huntſman's Toll, is taken at lift 
on expoſed with utmoſt Contempt and De. 
Fliion. | | 


— 
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we are to appear before God's Tribunal 
who is a Lover of Truth, as well as 0 
Juſtice, and a Rewarder of every one that 


: ing Tongue is one of thoſe Thi 
Prov. 6. 17. that are an Abomination to hm, 
lc ſeverely ſhall we then py 
for our Fraud, our Deceit, and our Lies) 


we remember, that all our Lives we har 
been Amanuenſes to the Devil, to act and 
ſpeak as he has dictated and directed? I fa, 
. if we conſider all this, and that 


will judge the Secrets of Men h 
eſus Chrift ; the Secrets of Men, 2. e. thoſe 
hings which they ſo ſtudiouſly deſire to 


juggle and baffle for a ſhort Time, with Lj: 
ing and Deceit, and daub all our foul De 
ſigns; and vile Actions, with a Varniſh, whid 
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